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SPECIAL eer | | _ 15 September 1960 
NUMBER 695 | | | 
- Under the S eiicaa: of AFBMDR 11-6, the following named Officers, Hg 
AFBMD (ARDC), this station, are appointed a Board for the purpose of studying 
events involved in launch and recovery operations of Discoverer XV. The Board 
- will meet at the call of the Chairman. A report will be submitted to the 
Commander, Hq Air Force Ballistic Missile Dereeces » upon pomotee of the 
study. | | | 


BRIGGEN ROBERT E GREER, 1672A Chairmen 
COL GWYNNE S CURTIS JR, 4088A = Member 
COL RAY E ie 43334. a Member 





SUBJECT: DISCOVERER XV Recovery Operations 


1. By SO #695 (incl 1) a Board of officers composed of Gen Greer and 
Cols Curtis and Soper was appointed to study and report on Discoverer XV 


recovery operations; primary purpose of the study being identification of actual 
or potential deficiencies. | 


2. In the conduct of study, Board member(s) reviewed records and held 
discussions with: 
a. WDZ project office. — 


p. 6594th Test Wing — 


ec. Recovery Control Group | . & " on Sve os 
a. PMR- J. at at  aeanee 
e at ce -_ Ax 

AFO/PMR | 


3. A summary of the sequence of significant events in the recovery attempt 
as identified by the Board is appended as incl 2. In its examination of the 
pearey plan and ite execution, the Board concluded: 

a. ‘The plan was reasonably adequate for recover ~~ the 60x200 NM 
recovery erea but inadequate for other than jase ceckemeas success in the 
downrange area of actual impact. 

b. With one notable exception the recovery att was,executed in an 
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landed @ Ow 
appropriately ‘uguetel energetic, mange. The unfortunate ea! ape due in state 


LO b had ten auktenct ous tee Pde tia - 
to. communication esi ere ey, Leytibad og of tattle i testes vented Setion ern 


tered met 
reedogta resulted in capsule recovery. Particulars regarding 


this circumstance are set forth in incl 3. The fundamental problem was lack of 


- ed oo Leet 


author ity, to y available para~ personnel. 


¢. Future recovery plans, concerned w/both subsequent Discoverer capsules 


as well as later Samos requirements, will require considerable flexibility 

and latitude to assure a degree of success. Assuming that the importance 

of ESowery. will dictate a requirement for a high measure of success, positive 
measures need to be taken immediately to augment and enhance the recovery 
capability. Measures which appear of a onan need to the Board are identified 
on incl 4. 


4, It is recommended that: 
a. The measures identified on incl 4 as imucdiate action items be promptly 
Amplamented. nyu 4th ant npbrntti® shu garsble. 
bd. Amore detailed study be initiated immediately to determine additional 
actions §hich should be akan to better assure recovery effectiveness. 
| c. Greater emphasis be placed on efforts to improve the pueteenanes of 
the satellite system(s ) governing the accuracy ana | repeatability of the 
deorbiting and veontey operation. | ; 
bs —: pe. 3 alemeiaanl <p ot 
At stile he ean. — “A Cetin ceed. 


we, Qo np | 


Sa ae : 
Cybuceats A De on Bapsenet ee Pee 






— | 


Ss io 
ee bee 
0-119 tcsvery Aircraft ceae - se * 


Pilot Harold E. Mitchell, Captain, 39402A 


Copilot Rickson (NMI) Apaka, Captain, 403009748 
Navigator _ Robert D. counts, lst Lt, A03065536 a 
Flight Engineer, irthyr P. Hurst, SSgt, AF3%#7 30693 
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Tosggal i Mo Arar 3 F. Bannick, TSgt, A¥F17021127 
ole Hand lé Algaene (NMI) Harmon, SSgt, a 7 

George W. Donahou, A/le, meee 7 
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Do Daniel R. Hill, A/c, AP13606761 My 
/Pole Bapdle lester L. Beale, Jr, A/@c, AF11337082 
*Photographer Wendell (oe) King, SSgt, AFL5530421 


“Sgt Wendell King is assigned to the 1365th Photographic Group, MATS, 
Orlando AFB, Fla. 


